[Anomalous origin of the coronary arteries: five case reports and review of the literature].
Although individual patient outcomes are highly variable, coronary artery anomalies may be associated with sudden cardiac death or acute coronary syndrome. We report 5 cases of anomalous origin of coronary arteries: a single coronary artery originating from the right sinus of Valsalva, a case of isolated anomalous right coronary artery originating separately from the left sinus of Valsalva, a case of right coronary artery originating between the right and left sinus of Valsalva, a case of anomalous left circumflex artery originating from the right sinus of Valsalva, and a case of anomalous left anterior descending coronary artery originating from the right sinus of Valsalva. Although in one case the right coronary artery runned between the aorta and the right pulmonary artery, no significant alterations due to coronary artery compression or atheromatous lesions at the anomalous coronary ostia were observed. In all reported cases, symptoms were different as a result of cardiovascular comorbidities. All coronary anomalies were identified at coronary angiography, which was performed for other indications. The identification of a clear correlation between symptoms and coronary artery anomalies seems challenging in clinical practice. However, it is crucial to confirm or rule out the presence of coronary compression caused by the anomalous origin of coronary arteries.